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THE  LONDON  SCHOOL  OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 


GEjS'TLEMEN, 

The  task  of  an  introductory  lecturer  at  this  Institution 
is  somoA^'hat  different  from  that  which  was  fulfilled  hy  the 
gentlemen  who  inaugurated  the  courses  of  study  at  their 
respective  medical  schools  yesterday.  A  School  of  Medicine 
speaks  for  itself :  there  needs  no  exposition  to  tell  what  medicine 
is,  and  no  argument  to  prove  that  schools  must  he  established  to 
teach  it.  It  is  otherwise  with  a  School  of  Homoeopathy.  Any 
■one  who  would  undertake  to  open  its  portals  must  be  prepared, 
in  the  first  instance,  to  vindicate  its  very  existence ;  to  declare 
what  homoeopathy  is,  and  to  shew  cause  why  there  should  be 
a  school  in  which  it  may  be  learnt.  To  this  task  of  explanation 
and  vindication,  accordingl}^,  I  address  myself  to-day.  It  was 
indeed  undertaken,  in  measxu'e,  by  my  friend  Dr.  Gribbs  Blake 
in  his  inaugural  lecture  last  May ;  but  not,  I  think,  to  such  an 
■extent  as  to  render  its  renewal  on  my  part  a  work  of  suj)erero- 
,gation  now. 

What,  then,  is  homoeopathy  ? 

It  is,  in  the  first  place,  an  abstract  term  denoting  a  relation 
between  the  effects  of  a  drug  on  the  healthy  body  and  the 
symptoms  of  the  disease  for  which  it  is  administered.  This 
relation  is  one  of  similarity  :  the  rule  for  applying  it  is  similia 

■  simUihus  ctirentur — let  likes  be  treated  by  likes.  We  use  the 
term  similar  {oixqioc),  as  distinguished,  on  the  one  hand,  from 

■opposite  (ev«vT»oc),  and  on  the  other  hand,  from  foreign  {ctWoloq). 
Homoeopathy  is  the  employment  of  medicines  which  stand  in 
the  first  of  these  three  kinds  of  relationship  to  the  morbid  con- 

<ditions  we  have  to  treat. 


4 


But,  secondly,  liomoeopathy  lias  a  concrete  significance.  It 
denotes  a  medical  system  of  now  full  sixty  years  of  age,  which, 
has  a  history,  a  literatiu-e,  and  a  body  of  theoretic  conceptions 
and  practical  rviles.  To  carry  out  its  principle,  and  discover 
similar  remedies  for  the  various  diseases  which  come  before  us, 
we  have  had  to  institute  experiments  with  drugs  on  a  large 
scale  on  the  healthy  human  body.  The  record  of  these  experi-- 
ments,  or  "  provings,"  constitutes  the  distinctive  "  Materia 
Medica  "  of  Homoeopathy,  and,  if  brought  together  in  one  col- 
lection, would  fill  several  bulky  volumes.  Then,  again,  the 
application  of  its  rule  of  selection  has  resulted  in  the  discovery 
of  a  number  of  medicines  belonging  to  the  class  known  as 
specifics — medicines  of  which  bark  in  its  relation  to  ague  is  a 
type,  whereby  we  actually  cure  disease  instead  of  merely  treating 
it,  and  that  without  evacuation  or  other  indirect  and  interme- 
diate processes.  Homoeopathy  not  onlymakes  it  possible  for  us  to 
ascertain  the  specific  remedy  for  each  case  of  illness  that  comes 
before  us,  but  it  has  actually  found  and  fitted  remedies  of  this 
kind  for  many  of  the  known  and  definite  types  of  disease.  The 
knowledge  of  these  approved  remedies  constitutes  another 
element  in  the  concrete  system  to  which  the  name  homoeopathy 
applies.  Lastly,  the  application  of  the  rule  to  practice  has 
brought  to  light  a  number  of  facts  and  views  which  without  it 
would  have  probably  remained  unknown,  foremost  among 
which  is  the  potency  and  efficacy  of  infinitesimal  doses. 

Homoeopathy  thus  consists  of  a  therapeutic  principle — a  rule 
of  healing,  and  of  a  body  of  thought  and  knowledge  which 
has  grown  up  around  it.  It  is  for  this  we  claim  a  place  in 
medical  education.  Of  course  if  the  principle  be  false,  the 
supposed  knowledge  only  visionary,  cadit  qiicestio  :  there  is 
nothing  more  to  be  said.  But  I  think  that  this  position  can 
hardly  be  at  the  present  day  seriously  entertained.  Everyone 
who  knows  anything  of  the  action  of  medicines  is  aware  that  a 
curious  similarity  not  unfrequently  obtains  between  their  effects 
on  the  healthy  and  the  maladies  they  cure.  Almost  all  allow 
that  experiment  with  drugs  in  health  is  the  true  mode  of  ascer- 
taining their  remedial  properties  ;  and  it  is  nothing  but  the 
blindest  prejudice  which  ignores  the  extensive  labours  in  this 
department  which  have  been  carried  on  by  Hahnemann  and  his 
disciples.  While  as  to  the  remedies  which  homoeoj)athy  has 
discovered,  the  appreciation  of  the  profession  is  pretty  well 
shewn  by  the  large  use  it  has  been  making  of  them  during  the 
last  few  years.  It  would  be  impossible,  therefore,  for  any  but 
the  editors  of  medical  journals  to  deny  in  toto  the  claim  of: 
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liomoeopatliy  to  be  tauglit,  at  least  to  those  wlio  are  willing  to 
learn  it.  And  yet,  while  this  is  so,  there  is  a  total  silence  on 
the  subject — save  for  an  occasional  expression  of  contempt  and 
ridicule — in  the  instruction  given  at  the  ordinary  medical 
schools.  Though  Hippocrates  ranked  the  treatment  by  similars 
as  holding  equal  rank  with  that  by  contraries,  no  teacher  of  the 
present  da}^  recognises  it.  If  he  describe  the  physiological  effects 
of  a  cbug  as  resembling  any  known  form  of  disease,  he  never 
suggests  its  being  used  accordingly  as  a  remedy  therefore  ;  when 
he  discusses  the  various  ways  in  which  a  malady  can  be  attacked, 
he  never  mentions  homoeopathic  medication  as  one  of  them. 
Though  Trousseau  has  acknowledged  that  the  Materia  Medica  of 
Homoeopathy  has  brought  to  light  "  a  crowd  of  precious  notions  " 
as  to  the  action  of  remedies,  the  lecturer  on  the  subject 
ignores  it  as  if  it  were  non-existent.  He  has  to  recount  the 
physiological  effects  of  the  drugs  he  discusses  :  he  uses  for  the 
purpose  all  records  of  poisoning,  overdosing,  and  experiments  on 
■animals  which  he  can  find ;  but  he  refuses  to  employ  the  far 
more  important  and  instructive  provings  on  the  healthy  human 
subject  with  which  homoeopathic  literatiu-e  teems.  And 
although  now  the  writings  of  Einger  and  Phillips  have 
introduced  many  of  the  remedies  of  homoeopathy  into  ordinary 
practice,  and  therefore  probably  into  ordinary  teaching,  yet 
these  are  after  all  so  few  as  to  leave  very  many  unknown  to  the 
student  who  has  only  such  sources  from  which  to  draw.  Our 
brethren  of  the  old  school  must  acknowledge  that,  if  we  stand  up 
to  teach  homoeopathy,  it  is  not  in  rivalry  with  them  ;  that  they 
have  left  the  ground  entirely  unoccupied,  and  bidden  those 
who  wished  to  learn  the  system  to  depart  elsewhere. 

But  even  were  it  otherwise,  it  is  doubtful  whether  such 
imperfect  handling  of  the  subject  as  could  be  expected  in  the 
orclinary  medical  schools  would  suffice  for  the  student  of 
liomoeopathy.  The  concrete  system  so  called  embraces  so 
much  special  knowledge,  so  many,  distinctive  points  of  doctrine 
and  practice,  that  no  casual  inclusion  of  it  in  the  usu.al  com'se 
of  teaching  could  do  it  justice.  It  requires  lecturers  who  shall 
be  conversant  with  its  history  and  literature,  and  have  practical 
experience  of  its  clinical  working ;  who  shall  have  considered 
and  tested  the  various  questions  it  involves,  and,  while  holding 
themselves  entirely  free  to  criticise  its  details,  shall  be  heai-tily 
convinced  of  the  truth  and  advantage  of  the  main  doctrine. 
It  requires  a  hospital  connected  with  it  where  homoeopathic 
treatment  shall  be  systematically  carried  out,  where  students 
inay  see  the  principles  they  have  learned  applied  to  practice. 
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It  requires  a  museum  of  its  own  Materia  Medica,  and  a  library 
of  its  own  text-books  and  journals.  Sueb  requirements  could 
only  be  supplied  in  a  general  school  of  medicine,  were  it 
placed,  as  a  whole,  under  bomoiopathie  management.  This  has 
been  done  in  the  Boston  University,  but  there  seems  no  pros- 
pect of  its  accomplishment  on  our  side  of  the  Atlantic.  Here 
we  have  but  two  alternatives.  The  one  is  that  carried  out  at 
Pesth  in  Hungary,  and  in  Michigan  and  Iowa  in  the  United 
States.  In  the  Universities  there  the  chairs  of  Materia  Medica 
and  of  Practice  of  Medicine  are  duplicated,  one  of  each  being 
given  to  a  homojopathist.  The  students  who  elect  to  follow  the 
teaching  of  the  latter  share  for  all  other  subjects  the  lecture- 
rooms  of  their  fellows  of  the  old  school.  This  would,  perhaps, 
be  tlie  best  mode  of  educating  the  homoeopathic  practitioners  of 
the  future  ;  but  for  it,  also,  there  seems  no  possible  opening  in 
our  own  country  at  the  present  time. 

Our  only  resource,  therefore,  is  to  establish  an  extra-academi- 
cal school,  supplementary  to  those  of  medicine  in  general, 
in  which  homoeopathy  shall  be  systematically  taught.  For 
that  it  must  be  taught  is  manifest.  Hardly  a  year  has  passed 
over  since  it  was  introduced  into  this  country  bu.t  one  or  more 
of  those  educated  in  traditional  medicine  have  become  "  converts" 
to  the  method  of  Hahnemann,  and  have  had  to  qualify  them- 
selves for  its  practice.  Again,  there  is  a  second  generation  now 
growing  up  which  includes  many  sons  of  homoeopathic  prac- 
titioners and  patients  destined  for  the  medical  profession,  whose 
parents  desire  them  to  add  to  their  general  medical  learning  an 
acquaintance  with  the  special  system  in  which  they  themselves 
have  confidence,  and  which  they  hope  to  see  them  practising. 
There  is  a  certain  body  of  knowledge  to  be  acquired  by  such,, 
and  a  certain  readiness  for  the  application  of  the  new  method 
which  they  can  only  learn  from  the  experience  of  those  who 
have  gone  before  them.  This  knowledge  and  this  readiness 
they  have  obtained,  as  regards  ordinary  practice,  from  the 
lecturers  at  their  schools  and  the  medical  officers  of  their  hos- 
pitals. They  ought  to  have — they  ought,  indeed,  long  ago  to 
have  had — corresponding  opportimities  of  getting  it  in  the  case 
of  homoeopathy. 

And  there  is  yet  another  class  to  be  considered.  There  are 
many  thousands,  I  might  say  hundreds  of  thousands,  of  persons 
in  this  country  who  have  found  from  experience  that  homoeo- 
pathy is  the  safest,  speediest,  and  most  pleasant  way  of  treating 
their  maladies,  and  who,  therefore,  habitually  seek  its  aid  in 
their  need.    These  have  a  right  to  demand  that  the  medical 
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attendants  who  will  treat  them  homoeopathically  should  be 
prepared  for  so  doing  as  thoroughly  as  their  colleagues  of  the 
old  school  for  the  practice  followed  by  them.  They  have  a 
right  to  demand  such  preparation,  and  the  duty  must  rest  some- 
where of  supplying  it.  The  founders  of  this  School,  feeling  its 
obligation,  have  made  provision  for  supplying  the  need. 

I  have  spolcen  thus  far  in  vindication  of  our  institution  in 
the  eyes  of  our  brethren  of  the  old  school.  We  are  unwilling 
that  they  should  think  iis  actuated  by  any  sectarian  spirit  in 
what  we  have  done.  If  men  a-ill  practise  homoeopathically, 
they  surely  had  best  be  instructed  how  to  do  so  to  the  best 
advantage;  if  patients  iciU  have  homoeopathic  attendants,  let 
them  be  able  to  secure  duly  qualified  men.  You  will  not,  and 
perhaps  can  not,  supply  this  instruction  :  do  not  blame  us  if  we 
set  ourselves  to  give  it.  We  cannot  do  otherwise,  convinced  as 
we  are  of  the  reality  and  value  of  our  method.  By  proclaiming 
the  supplementary  character  of  the  teaching  we  give,  we  shew 
our  desire  that  all  who  adopt  homoeopathy  should  be 
thoroughly  conversant  with  every  branch  of  medical  science — 
that  they  should  even  know  the  pharmacodynamics  and  thera- 
peutics of  ordinary  practice  ere  they  come  to  study  ours.  We 
trust,  therefore,  that  no  reproach  may  come  upon  us  from  this 
side ;  but  that  our  step  may  rather  win  for  us  the  respect 
always  accorded  to  those  who  have  the  courage  of  their  opinions. 
You  would  not  have  thought  the  better  of  us  if,  situated  as  we 
have  been,  we  had  never  set  up  owx  homoeopathic  hospitals, 
dispensaries,  societies,  journals.  We  should  have  been  poor- 
spirited  had  we  not  acted  for  ourselves  in  instituting  these  ;  and 
it  is  for  the  same  objects,  and  with  no  sectarian  intentions,  that 
we  have  now  established  our  School. 

But,  alas !  it  is  not  only  to  the  profession  at  large  that  we 
have  to  justify  the  existence  of  this  institution.  It  cannot  be 
disguised  that  it  does  not  receive  the  countenance  of  all  those 
who  adhere  to  the  system  it  is  designed  to  teach.  Its  opponents 
form  indeed,  all  told,  but  a  small  minority  of  our  body,  from 
the  great  bulk  of  which  Ave  receive  full  sympathy  and  support. 
But  their  existence,  however  few  they  may  be,  is  a  weakness 
and  a  sorrow  to  us  ;  and  I  cannot  but  face  the  fact  on  such  an 
occasion  as  this,  and  deal  with  it  to  the  best  of  my  ability. 

There  are,  first  of  all,  a  few  of  our  colleagues  Avho  from  the 
beginning  have  vieAved  this  movement  with  coldness  and  dislike. 
They  have  objected  to  it  as  prematujie,  inopportune,  and  so 
forth  ;  though  without  telling  us  under  wliat  circumstances  the 
time  for  it  would  become  ripe  and  proper  in  their  eyes.  They 
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have  found  fault  with  the  publicity  the  establishment  of  the 
School  has  necessitated,  wishing  for  their  own  part  to  go  on 
quietly,  and  not  flaunt  their  banner  in  the  eyes  of  the 
profession.  I  need  not  say  more.  These  are  the  arguments 
we  always  hear  from  the  conservatives  in  every  body  when 
some  step  in  advance  is  proposed.  I  trust  they  have  received 
due  attention ;  but  they  must  not  be  allowed  to  hinder  all 
progress  from  being  made.  We  sincerely  regret  that  we  cannot 
carry  these  esteemed  colleagues  of  oiu-s  along  with  us.  We 
can  only  hope  that  ere  long  the  work  we  shall  have  done  for  our 
common  cause  may  win  I'roni  them  the  sympathy  they  now 
withhold. 

Another  and  yet  smaller  class  of  objectors  is  composed  of 
those  among  us  who  are  known  as  Hahnemannians,  from  their 
strict  adherence  in  all  points  to  the  teaching  of  the  master. 
These  fear  that  the  homoeopathy  here  taught  will  not  be  that 
pure  and  perfect  thing — as  they  conceive  it — which  its  author 
bequeathed  to  us,  but  some  hybrid  and  eclectic  system  in  which 
his  principles  shall  play  but  one  part  among  many.  Now  we 
cannot  indeed  conciliate  such  opponents  by  pledging  ourselves 
to  an  unquestioning  discipleship  of  Hahnemann.  This  is  not  a 
School  of  Divinity ;  and  the  "  Organon"  cannot  occupy  the  place 
of  a  Bible  in  it.  But  it  is,  as  it  were,  a  School  of  Philosophy  ; 
and  the  presence  of  the  bust  of  the  founder  of  the  system  it 
expounds  is  significant  of  the  estimation  in  which  he  will,  I 
trust,  ever  be  held  therein.  We  profess  ourselves  thereby  the 
inheritors  of  his  wealtli  and  the  guardians  of  his  fame. 
The  homoeopathy  we  teach  here  must  always  begin  from 
Hahnemann  ;  and  though,  speaking  as  we  must  do  in  the  full 
light  of  later  knowledge,  we  may  sometimes  have  to  modify  his 
system  in  detail,  yet  in  the  main  I  believe  we  shall  be  found 
genuine  exponents  of  its  spirit  and  structure,  such  as  he  himself 
— in  "  that  clear  light  which  shines  beyond  the  tomb  " — would 
not  refuse  to  acknowledge. 

There  is  yet  one  more  section  of  our  colleagues  who  are 
standing  as  averse  towards  us,  and  whose  coldness  gives  us 
special  regret.  For  these  were  friends  of  the  School ;  and 
their  names  still  stand  among  its  Medical  Governors.  But  it 
seems  that  their  plans  for  it  were  different  from  those  enter- 
tained by  its  promoters,  and  which  its  Committee  of  Manage- 
ment has  adopted.  They  wished  it  to  claim  for  its  lectures 
recognition  from  the  examining  bodies  as  equivalent  for  the 
student  to  corresponding  courses  delivered  in  the  ordinary 
schools  ;  and  for  this  purpose  they  would  have  had  it  take  no 


9 


•distinctive  name,  and  would  wish  its  lecturers  to  teach  Materia 
Medica  and  Practice  of  Medicine  as  wholes,  and  ah  initio,  with 
this  difference  only  that  homoeopathy  sliould  occupy  its 
due  place  in  either.  It  has  not  been  for  want  of  the  fullest 
consideration  that  we  have  been  unable  to  accede  to  the  views 
of  colleagues  whom  we  so  highly  respect,  and  whose  good 
wishes  for  the  School  we  know  and  value.  But  we  are 
convinced  that  no  such  recognition  is  at  present  possible  ;  and 
that  if  in  pursuit  of  it  we  dropped  the  distinctive  name  which 
tells  to  all  what  we  are  and  what  we  are  doing,  we  should  be  like 
the  dog  in  the  fable  who,  grasping  at  the  shadow,  lost  his  bone. 
We  believe  that  for  some  time  to  come  we  must  be  content  to 
teach  the  specialties  of  homoeopathy  as  supplementary 
knowledge,  and  in  an  extra-academical  position  ;  and  therefore, 
and  to  attract  the  presence  of  students  and  the  support  of 
friends,  we  conceive  that  reason  and  prudence  alike  demand  the 
retention  of  the  name  we  have  adopted — the  Londox  School 

OF  HOMCEOPATHY. 

And  let  none,  friend  or  foe,  suppose  that  we  mean  anything 
sectarian  by  this  title.  It  does  not  affirm  that  homoeopathy 
is  infallible,  universal,  or  exclusive- — that  it  is  all-in-all  in 
medicine.  It  simply  means  that  it  is  a  method  of  healing  of 
great  value  ;  that  it  deserves  to  be  taught ;  that  it  is  ignored 
in  the  ordinary  medical  schools ;  and  that  a  special  school  has 
'been  established  to  teach  it.  Our  institution  exists  for  the 
one  purpose  of  teaching  homoeopathy :  it  cannot  do  less  than 
call  itself  by  that  name. 

I  have  now  detained  you  sufficiently  long  upon  the  threshold 
of  our  edifice,  and  will  ask  you  at  once  to  follow  me  into  its 
interior,  that  we  may  see  what  is  being  done  there. 

Homoeopathy  being,  as  we  have  seen,  a  method  for  the  appli- 
cation of  drvigs  to  the  treatment  of  disease  based  upon  the 
ascertainment  of  what  these  drugs  can  effect  in  the  healthy 
body,  it  is  obvious  that  its  place  in  medical  knowledge  is  a 
definite  and  a  limited  one.  It  can  have  no  influence  upon  the 
sciences  auxiliary  to  medicine — anatomy,  physiology,  chemistry, 
botany  ;  nor  can  it  affect  the  teaching  or  practice  of  mechanical 
surgery  and  obstetrics.  The  branches  of  the  student's  education 
which,  if  recognised,  it  would  modify,  would  be  two — the  first, 
that  entitled  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics ;  the  second,  that 
known  as  Practice  of  Medicine.  It  is  accordingly  upon  these 
two  subjects,  and  these  only,  that  we  lecture  in  the  London 
•School  of  Homoeopathy. 
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1.  By  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics  we  mean  a  know- 
ledge of  what  drugs  (medical  materials)  are  in  themselves — 
their  origin,  characters,  and  mode  of  preparation ;  of  what 
changes  they  cause  in  health,  and  what  applications  they 
have  received  or  may  receive  to  the  treatment  of  disease.  Now, 
if  onx  students  came  liere  to  be  taught  this  subject  ab  inith,  it 
would  be  our  duty  to  afford  them  the  fullest  information  of 
every  kind  as  to  all  the  substances  used  in  medicine.  We  should 
have  to  discuss  these  in  their  mineralogical,  botanical,  or 
zoological  asjDects ;  to  detail  their  mechanical  and  chemical 
effects  upon  the  body  ;  and  to  lay  down  the  recognised  principles 
of  their  antipathic  and  allopathic  uses.  All  this  would  have  to 
be  done  in  addition  to  the  special  work  which  homoeopathy 
requires  from  us,  whicli  is  the  ascertainment  of  those  actions  of 
drugs  upon  the  living  fibre  which  we  distinguish  as  "  dynamic," 
and  their  application  to  the  treatment  of  disease  by  the  rule  of 
similarity.  As  it  is,  our  students  come  to  us  already  instructed 
in  the  matters  previously  mentioned,  and  it  would  be  a  waste  of 
their  time  and  ours  did  Ave  go  over  the  ground  again.  Not  that 
we  ignore  it  entirely.  We  say  enoiigh  upon  each  drug  we  intro- 
duce to  identify  it,  and  to  indicate  its  origin  :  we  exhibit  it  in 
figure  or  in  substance.  And  in  speaking  of  its  properties  we 
omit "  (as  our  Prospectus  states)  "  no  known  actions 
or  uses  "  which  belong  to  it,  while  dwelling  specially  upon  those 
which  pertain  to  the  sphere  of  homoeopathy.  These  last  only 
it  is  our  province  to  teach  ;  but  as  physicians,  and  not  hoinoeo- 
pathists  merely,  we  embrace  the  others  in  our  survey,  estimating 
their  advantage  and  value,  and  inquiring  how  far  those  in 
possession  of  the  rule  of  similarity  need  and  should  avail  them- 
selves of  them. 

We  lecture,  therefore,  in  this  ^School  on  the  Homoeopathic 
Materia  Medica.  The  range  of  medicines  we  embrace,  and  the 
proportion  in  which  Ave  treat  them,  are  those  of  Homoeopathy  ; 
as  are  also  our  nomenclature  and  our  pharmaceutics.  The  expo- 
sition we  give  of  their  physiological  action  is  largely  di'aAvn 
from  the  results  of  the  provings  which  have  been  instituted  in 
the  school  of  Hahnemann.  The  applications  of  them  to  disease 
which  we  relate  are  mainly  those  which  result  from  the  rule 
similia  similihus.  To  illustrate  our  teachings  we  have  every 
material  at  hand.  A  Museum  of  Materia  Medica  is  fast  being 
collected  by  our  industrious  Curator,  in  which,  besides  the  objects 
familiar  to  the  eye  of  every  student,  the  numerous  drugs  and 
preparations  peculiar  to  homoeopathic  practice  are  contained. 
A  Library  is  already  far  advanced  in  formation,  in  which. 
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i  special  care  is  taken  to  inehide  tlie  pathogenetic  materials  which.' 
Hahnemann  and  his  followers  have  accumulated,  and  the- 
detailed  record  of  the  original  provings  wherever  attainable. 
And,  lastly,  to  bring  livingly  before  the  student  the  peculiar  - 
applications  of  remedies  of  which  he  hears  in  the  lecture-theatre, , 
there  are  the  wards  and  out-patient  rooms  of  the  adjoining- 
Hospital,  where  he  may  see  them  in  daily  employment.  But 
this  brings  me  to  the  second  division  of  our  teaching. 

2.  In  saying  that  it  is  instruction  in  the  Practice  of  Medi- 
cine, as  well  as  in  Materia  Medica  and  Therapeutics,  which  is 
modified  by  the  recognition  of  homoeopathy,  I  give  to  the  term 
a  wider  range  than  that  which  technically  belongs  to  it.  I 
mean  by  it  the  treatment  of  every  form  of  disease  in  which  drugs 
can  play  a  part.  It  tlius  embraces  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
field  ordinarily  left  to  the  surgeon,  the  gyncecologist,  the  ociilist, . 
the  aurist.  Our  lecturer  on  the  Practice  of  Medicine  must  be 
at  home  in  all  these  spheres,  so  far  as  drug  treatment  can  avail 
in  them ;  and,  happily,  all  who  are  acquainted  with  my  col-  - 
league  now  occupying  this  position  know  that  he  is  eminently 
qualified  to  do  justice  to  the  demands  upon  him. 

The  Practice  of  Medicine,  then,  thus  understood,  is  the 
second  subject  we  teach  in  this  School.    And  here,  also,  we  act 
on  the  same  principles  which  g-overn  the  instruction  we  give- 
upon  Materia  Medica.     We  are  addi'essing  for  the  most  part 
gentlemen  who  have  already  learnt  the  clinical  history,  the 
pathology,  and  the  diagnosis  of  the  various  forms  of  disease.. 
They  would  not  thank  us  were  we  to  inflict  these,  fasts  again 
upon  them  at  greater  length  than  is  necessary.    It  is  sufficient 
for  our  purpose  that  we  say  enougli  about  each  malady  for  its 
identification,  that  our  hearers  may  know  that  they  and  we  are 
thinking  of  the  same  thing,  and  that  in  inculcating  and  esti-- 
mating  a  certain  course  of  treatment  the  lecturer  is  aware  of  all . 
the  conditions  of  the  case.    Then,  again,  it  is  not  for  us  to  dO' 
more  than  indicate  the  dietetic,  hygienic,  and  other  measures  of ' 
a  general  kind  which  are  requisite  in  every  system  of  thera- 
peutics.   The  poverty  of  the  old  school  in  medicinal  resom-ces  ■ 
has  caused  these  expedients  to  be  dwelt  upon  fully  in  the  in- 
struction our  students  have  already  received :  we  need  not  go  • 
over  them  again.  Nor  is  it  oiu"  duty  to  say  anything  in  detail 
of  such  non-homoeopathic  employment  of  medicines  as  we  may 
have  to  mention  as  (for  the  present  at  least)  necessary.  We 
shall  frankly  acknowledge  whereA^er  our  method  finds  its  limits 
and  its  exceptions  (as  these  Avere  so  well  distinguished  and  ex- 
emplified by  Dr.  Gribbs  Blake  in  his  opening  lecture);  a\  e 
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■sliall  point  to  tlie  means  upon  A\']iicli  tlie  practitioner  must  then 
fall  back,  leaving  liini  to  nse  them  according  to  the  knowledge 
and  experience  he  has  elsewhere  obtained.  Thongh  our  range 
of  view  must  embrace  the  whole  management  of  disease,  our 
special  object  here  is  to  teach  its  homoeopathic  treatment. 

For  each  form  of  disease,  therefore,  we  shall  present  those 
remedies  to  which  the  rule  vi/n/lia  simUihus  would  conduct  us, 
and  shall  mention  how  far  they  have  been  found  practically 
useful  in  its  treatment,  and  to  what  extent  they  excel  and  su- 
j)ersede  the  measures  ordinai'ily  employed  against  it.  And  to 
tliis  division  of  our  instruction  will  belong  what  may  be  called 
the  Institutes  of  Homoeopathy — the  exposition,  that  is,  of  the 
general  principles  and  practical  rules  of  the  method  of  Hahne- 
mann. The  law  of  similars  itself,  with  the  mode  of  applying 
it,  and  the  explanations  which  have  been  suggested  as  to  its 
rationale ;  the  questions  as  to  the  dose  of  homoeopathic  reme- 
dies and  its  repetition,  the  change  and  alternation  of  medicines, 
and  so  forth-^all  these  come  within  the  sphere  of  the  lecturer  on 
medicine  in  a  School  of  Homoeopathy,  and  will  be  fully  dis- 
cussed by  him  here. 

Our  Library  will  subserve  the  purposes  of  this  branch  of  our 
teaching  also,  and  will  be  found  rich  in  the  general  and  special 
text-books  which  homoeopathic  literature  contains.  But  to 
this  chair  especially  belongs  the  clinical  practice  of  the  London 
Homoeopathic  Hospital,  which  the  co-operation  of  some  (we 
hope  one  day  to  say  all)  of  its  medical  staff  places  at  our  dis- 
posal. Two  of  its  physicians,  its  surgeon,  and  its  aurist  so 
.arrange  their  visits  as  to  give  opportunity  to  students  to  follow 
their  practice,  and  to  see  carried  into  effect  the  treatment  of 
disease  of  which  they  have  heard  in  the  lecture-room.  The 
advantage  of  such  oppoiimiities  is  incalculable,  and  I  need  not 
dilate  upon  it.  Our  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  the  Board  of 
Management  of  the  Hospital  for  their  ready  recognition  of  our 
.School,  and  aid  in  its  development.  We  prize  greatly  the  cor- 
dial fellowship  in  which  we  find  oui'selves  with  this  important 
homoeopathic  institution  ;  and  are  rejoiced  to  have  been  able  to 
contribute  to  its  funds. 

Such  is  oui'  School  of  Homoeopathy;  and  to  it  I  now  invite 
the  resort  of  students.  I  have  in  my  mind  first  of  all  those 
whom  hereditary  prepossession  or  personal  conviction  has 
determined  to  "practise  homoeopathy  "  as  it  is  called, — that  is, 
to  make  the  method  of  Hahnemann  the  first  and  chief  resource 
to  be  used  in  their  treatment  of  disease.  I  would  urge  these  not 
to  allow  anything  to  stand  in  the  way  of  their  availing  them- 
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selves  of  the  opportunities  of  iustructioii  now  open  to  tliem.  Let 
them  ask  those  who  have  preceded  tlieni  how  it  was  in  their 
case  ;  and  they  will  tell  them  how  gladly,  ere  beginning  to 
practise  on  the  new  system,  they  would  have  spent  a  few  months- 
at  some  school  and  hospital  devoted  to  it,  where  they  could 
have  studied  its  materials  and  been  inducted  into  its  working. 
They  had  to  pick  up  their  knowledge  as  best  they  could  ; 
but  they  would  be  the  last  to  wish  their  sons  and  friends  to 
adopt  the  same  unsatisfactory  mode  of  arriving  at  it.  Let  all> 
therefore,  who  purpose  to  be  known  as  practitioners  of  homoeo- 
pathy in  this  country  come  and  learn  it  at  this  shrine 
consecrated  to  its  study.  There  is,  indeed,  no  legal  requirement 
for  so  doing :  we  have  no  qualifying  diplomas  to  offer.  But  I 
believe  that,  even  should  the  inducements  of  conscience  and  duty 
prove  insufficient,  the  pressure  of  the  public  will  make  attendance 
here  a  moral  necessity.  The  lay  friends  of  Homoeopathy  have 
hitherto  borne  very  patiently  the  lack  of  any  warrant  on  the 
part  of  the  practitioners  of  the  system  of  their  being  versed  in 
its  specialties.  But  it  cannot  be  expected  that  they  will  continue 
to  do  so  Avhen  a  school  has  been  established  for  the  purpose,  and 
mainly  by  the  contributions  which  they  have  so  liberally  come 
forward  to  make.  They  will  now  demand,  and  rightly,  that  all 
fresh  aspirants  to  the  post  of  their  professional  advisers  shall 
qualify  themselves  by  study  at  such  school ;  that  so  they  may 
be  supplied  with  proper  representatives  and  practitioners  of  the 
system,  and  protected  against  ignorant  pretenders,  who  use  the- 
name  of  Homoeopathy  as  a  trading  expedient,  and  bring- 
discredit  on  it. 

But  it  is  not  only  to  those  who  intend  to  make  their  future 
practice  predominantly  homoeopathic  that  we  look  for  a  supply 
of  learners  in  this  place.  AVe  maintain,  as  one  of  om^  early 
prospectuses  states,  "that  instruction  in  homoeopathic  doctrines 
and  practice  is  an  essential  part  of  a  liberal  and  thorough  medical 
education."  There  is  no  student  of  medicine  who  will  not  find 
himself  better  qualified  for  the  responsible  duties  hereafter  to- 
be  imposed  on  him  by  the  knowledge  he  would  here  acquire. 
The  country  practitioner,  the  siu'geon  of  passenger  ships,  the- 
military  medical  officer  (especially  if  he  be  stationed  in  India) 
will  find  many  patients  to  whom  he  can  be  far  more  useful, 
because  more  acceptable,  if  he  has  some  acquaintance  with  the 
system  they  have  learned  to  prefer.  And  no  one  who,  with 
unprejudiced  mind,  desires  to  do  his  utmost  for  the  health  and 
lives  committed  to  him,  shoidd  neglect  the  possible  increment 
to  his  knowledge  to  be  derived  from  stxidy  within  these  walls.. 
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We  can  promise  liim  that  lie  avIII  go  out  from  tliem  possessed  of 
scores  of  remedies  which,  might  otherwise  liave  remained  un- 
known to  him,  with  as  many  applications  of  old  medicines 
equally  novel  and  fruitful,  and  with  ideas  about  drugs  and 
enthusiasm  as  to  their  potency  which  he  has  certainly  never 
acquired  from  the  negative  teaching  delivered  from  most  of  the 
•  chairs  of  Materia  Mediea  in  the  existing  schools. 

Lastly,  we  appeal  to  the  homoeopathic  body  throughout  the 
country  to  give  this  ventm-e  of  ours  their  cordial  and  active 
support.    "We  believe  it  to  be  fraught  with  the  iitmost  import- 
ance to  the  future  among  us  of  the  system  we  are  united  to 
uphold.  In  the  first  place,  we  all  know  the  gradual  and  piecemeal 
.  adoption  of  our  remedies  which  is  now  going  on  in  ordinary 
practice.    Sooner  or  later  men's  eyes  will  be  opened  to  the 
.  source  of  these  additions  to  their  therapeutic  means,  and  they 
will  be  disposed  to  give  a  serious  inquiry  to  the  method  which 
has  led  to  such  results.    Now  there  f)ught  to  be  a  centre  to 
which  they  may  turn,  where  they  can  find  homa3opathy  em- 
bodied, studied,  illustrated,  taught.    This  system  of  ours  is  no 
-hap-hazard  picking  up  of  new  remedies,  but  a  deliberate  mcfhodiis 
Dicilciidi.    It  has  (as  I  have  said)  its  history,  its  literature,  its 
-doctrines,  its  practices.    The  proportion  of  permanent  truth  it 
contains  may  have  yet  to  be  determined  ;  but  no  one  can  look 
into  it  with  unprejudiced  eye  mthout  perceiving  that  it  is  an 
organised  wliole,  an  ordered  system,  demanding  both  develop- 
ment from  within  and  critical  inquiry  from  without.     Such  a 
.  system  needs  a  more  definite  representation  than  is  at  present 
given  to  it,  at  least  in  this  country.    There  ought  to  be  a  place 
where  those  interested  in  the  matter  could  hear  the  "Organon" 
read  and  examined,  tlie  Materia  Medica  displayed,  and  the 
various  questions  of   homoeopathic  practice  and  controversy 
discussed  ;  where  they  could  obtain  all  necessary  information, 
.-and  get  an  exposition  of  what  the  system  really  is.    The  com- 
mon impressions  about  it  are  of  the  vaguest  and  most  erroneous 
character,  and  they  cannot  be  dispelled  by  the  short  conversa- 
tions or  correspondences  which  we  occasionally  get  with  our 
brethren,  or  by  their  perusal  of  the  pamphlets  we  circulate. 

But  further.  The  time  will  come,  and  it  is  not  far  off, 
■when,  if  the  profession  has  not  recognised  homoeopathy,  the 
^tate  will  take  some  action  with  regard  to  it,  and  redress  its 
present  wrongs  and  exclusions.  We  have  too  many  friends  in 
both  Houses  of  the  Legislature  to  leave  any  doubt  of  some 
rstep  of  the  kind  being  taken  ;  and  the  occasion  will  probably 
*l>e  the  appointment  of  a  State  examination,  which  all  intending 
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"to  practise  must  pass,  leaving  the  diplomas  and  degrees  of 
Colleges  and  Universities  as  honorary  qualifications.  If  such 
an  examination  is  instituted  (and  there  is  a  large  agreement  as 
to  its  desirableness),  we  must  insist  that  a  knowledge  of 
homoeopathy  shall  be  a  part  of  the  requirements.  If  we  do 
so,  we  shall  be  asked  how  the  student  is  to  obtain  it ;  and  it 
will  be  half  the  battle  gained  if  we  can  point  to  a  school  already 
organised  and  in  working.  For  this,  as  Avell  as  for  the  critical 
inquiry  of  our  colleagues  outside  us,  we  must  prepare  ourselves  ; 
and  this  we  have  done  in  our  present  undertaking. 

Since,  then,  the  London  School  of  Homoeopathy  sets  itself 
to  make  such  provision  for  students,  for  patients,  for  the 
system  itself,  we  think  we  may  appeal  to  all  its  friends  to  aid 
it  by  every  means  in  their  power.  We  who  have  laboured  for 
it,  and  are  labouring  in  it,  could  only  have  assumed  the  burden 
with  the  hope  that  in  so  doing  we  should  have  the  sympathy  of 
oiu'  colleagues.  That  we  do  possess  it  to  a  large  extent,  we  are 
glad  to  know.  But  we  cannot  be  happy  while  any  stand  aloof 
from  us  who  have  ovir  common  cause  at  heart.  We  pray  all 
"those  who  have  hitherto  been  dissentients  from  our  enterprise  to 
give  it  their  kindly  consideration  once  more,  to  aid  us  with  their 
criticisms,  if  they  have  them,  but  at  the  same  time  with  their 
good  will.  Their  coldness  is  our  only  weakness.  Let  them 
determine  with  us  to  present  a  united  front  whether  to  friend 
or  foe,  and  the  triumph  of  the  method  we  advocate  is  sure. 

In  the  meantime,  however,  with  them  or  without  them  the 
work  will  go  on,  confident  in  the  blessing  which  ever  attends 
all  truth,  Avhether  natm'al  or  spiritual.  I  do  not,  I  believe, 
indulge  a  vain  imagination  when  I  hope  that  in  days  to  come 
many  a  useful  and  prosperous  practitioner  of  our  system  will 
look  back  to  this  place  as  the  seed-plot  of  all  which  has  since 
borne  fruit  in  him,  to  his  own  and  his  patients'  advantage. 


